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Discover Montgomery, Vergennes, Norwich, and Newfane. (May 2007)
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Newfane

Like the south of Spain, Vermont's Windham County has its "white villages." Newfane, Townshend, and Jamaica spool out along Route 30 north and west of Brattleboro, and Newfane is the loveliest of them all.

You'd never guess Newfane is only 11 miles from Brattleboro, which is what passes for bustle in Windham County. The village seems like some Yankee never-neverland, adrift in the Arcadian era when Greek Revival architecture made the homes and public buildings of upcountry New England look like temples in the wilderness. The effect comes across most spectacularly in three structures facing the town green: the 1839 First Congregational Church; the Windham County Court House, built in 1825 and given the full, Doric-columned classical treatment a little more than a quarter-century later; and the Four Columns Inn, built in 1832, behind whose eponymous pillars Bruce and Debbie Pfander run one of Vermont's most luxurious hostelries.

Newfane's particular cachet lies with its plethora of antiques shops. The mix includes Jack Winner Antiques, specializing in American, English, and Welsh furniture and equestrian art and accessories; Schommer Antiques & Art, where the emphasis is on late-19th-century furniture and china; and Olde and New England Books, with gems of fiction and nonfiction (travel, gardening, and architecture are strong suits) from both sides of the Atlantic. For shoppers drawn to present-day artisanship, the place to go is The Newfane Country Store, where Marilyn Distelberg's adjacent shop displays a gorgeous selection of handmade country quilts.

If it's Thursday, that means it's Live Jazz Night at Rick's Tavern, so you can do a 21st- (or at least 20th-) century reality check.

